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NESCO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: AORG, PORG, UNESCO 

SUBJECT: UNESCO: INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
STUDY OF COMMUNICATIONS PROBLEMS (ICSCP): 

STOCKHOLM, APRIL 24-29 

REFS: (A) PARIS 1977 37560, (B) PARIS 7439 

1 . PREPARATIONS FOR APRIL 24-29 ICSCP MEETING IN 
STOCKHOLM, WHICH WILL HOST "INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON 
THE INFRASTRUCTURES OF NEW COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION 
IN THE WORLD," (APRIL 24-27) ARE HEAVILY TAXING ICSCP 
SECRETARIAT’S SPARSE MANPOWER. DELEON’S SIX-MAN 
OPERATION (WHICH WILL LOOSE NO. 2. JOHN WILLINGS, ON 
APRIL 15 FOR ONE YEAR'S LEAVE OF ABSENCE) IS STRAINING 

TO ROUND UP PARTICIPANTS FOR SEMINAR AND PREPARE BACK 
GROUND MATERIALS WHICH PARTICIPANTS WILL NEED TO RECEIVE 
BEFORE FIVE-DAY SESSION BEGINS (PROVISIONAL LIST OF 
PARTICIPANTS AIRPOUCHED MARCH 20). 
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2. RELATION OF INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR TO ICSCP HAS 
BEEN EVOLVING CONCEPT SINCE FIRST ANNOUNCED BY ICSCP 
CHAIRMAN SEAN MCBRIDE AT ICSCP DECEMBER MEETING IN PARIS 
(REFTEL A). SEMINAR, WHICH WILL FOCUS ON NEWS COL- 
LECTION AND DISSEMINATION "WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ROLE OF NEWS AGENCIES," IS 
EXPECTED TO SET TONE AND DIRECTION FOR INDEPENDENT MEETING 
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OF ICSCP COMMISSIONERS WHICH WILL CONTINUE ON 
APRIL 28 AND 29. SEMINAR'S ANNOTATED AGENDA (AIRPOUCHED 
TO DEPT. ON APRIL 6) IN FACT INVITES SEMINAR PARTICI- 
PANTS TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ICSCP. IT IS 
FUTHEREMORE EXPLAINED BY SECRETARIAT THAT ENTIRE 
FIVE-DAY SESSION IS A MEETING OF THE ICSCP WHICH HAS 
ORGANIZED SEMINAR TO HELP COMMISSIONERS DO THEIR WORK. 
(NOTE: TO AVOID CONFUSION-OR "FIDDLING' -LATER ON 
ABOUT FORMAL STANDING OF RESULTS OF SEMINAR WITH RESPECT 
TO COMMISSION'S WORK, CARE PROBABLY SHOULD BE 
TAKEN TO CLARIFY THIS RELATIONSHIP EARLY ON AT APRIL 24- 
29 SESSION.) PLANS ARE FOR PARTICIPATION OF ALL COM- 
MISSIONERS IN THE SEMINAR AND FOR SEVERAL OF THEM TO 
CHAIR FOUR "WORKING GROUPS" BASED ON AGENDA OUTLINE 
(REFTEL B). US COMMISSIONER, ELIE ABEL, HAS BEEN 
INVITED TO CHAIR WORKING GROUP 2 ON "ACCURACY, 

PERCEPTION AND BALANCE" (AN INTERESTING CHOICE GIVEN 
M'BOW'S VIEW OF THE US MEDIA AS BEING OFTEN INACCURATE 
AND UNBALANCED, ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT TO UNESCO). 

3. ANNOTATED AGENDA, THE SEMINAR'S ONLY WORKING 
DOCUMENT, COULD GIVE RISE TO PROBLEMS IF IDENTIFIED BY 
US MEDIA AS A UNESCO DOCUMENT. MOSTLY A RESTATEMENT OF 
USUAL COMMUNICATION ISSUES INCLUDING IMBALANCE, 
ECONOMIC LINKAGE, AND RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITY, AGENDA 
NONETHELESS WAVES "RED FLAG" WITH SUCH LEADING 
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QUESTIONS AS "COULD THE BALANCED FLOW BE PROMULGATED 
WITHOUT ARBITERS OF BALANCE AND WITHOUT INVESTING ANY 
OFFICIAL BODY WITH POWERS TO CHANGE THE IMBALANCE 
ARBITRARILY?" TONE OF ANNOTATION GENERALLY IS "IF 
THOSE WHO MONOPOLIZE THE MEDIA HAVE NO SOLUTIONS TO 
OFFER, THEN THE 'INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY’ WILL HAVE TO 
TAKE THE NECESSARY STEPS." WE INVITE DEPARTMENT'S 
ATTENTION TO PAGE 13, PARA. 3 OF ANNOTATED AGENDA, WHICH 
READS IN PART "HOWE CAN THE CONCEPT OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S 
RIGHT TO INFORMATION BE RECONCILED WITH A NATION'S 
RIGHT TO PROTECT SOVEREIGNTY AND ITS CULTURAL IDENTITY 
FROM THIS POTENTIAL THREAT?" EE'S MAY ENTER HERE TO 
ATTACK VO A AND RFE. 
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4. ICSCP COMMISSIONERS MEETING INDEPENDENTLY ON 
APRIL 28-29 WILL BE ASKED TO REFLECT ON ICSCP 
INTERIM REPORT TO THE 20TH GC. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT 
THIRD MEETING, PROBABLY TOWARD END OF JUNE, WILL 
FOCUS ON PREPARING THIS REPORT WHICH IS TO SUMMARIZE 
COMMISSION'S WORK TO DATE AND WHERE IT INTENDS TO GO 
FROM THERE. 

5. PERMDEL IS AWARE THAT ELIE ABEL HAD ASKED 
SECRETARIAT AT ICSCP DECEMBER MEETING FOR LIST OF BACK 
GROUND PAPERS WHICH IT COMMISSIONING. WWERE INFORMED 
RECENTLY, HOWEVER, THAT LIS HAS NOT BEEN COMPILED, BUT 
PAPERS WILL BE PRPVIDED COMMISSIONERS AS 
APPROPRIATE BEFORE SESSIONS. PERMDEL, HOWEVER, HAS 
OBTAINED AN "UNOFFICIAL" LIST WHICH IS CURRENT TO 
BEGINNING OF MARCH. WE DOUBT THAT ABEL HAS GOTTEN THIS 
INFORMATION, AND SUGGEST THAT DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO 
BRIEF HIM ON BASIS THIS TELEGRAM IF HE HAS NOT. LIST 

OF BACKGROUND PAPERS ALREADY COMMISSIONED WAS PROVIDED 
IN UTMOST CONFIDENCE, AND WE ASK THAT INFORMATION 
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BE PROTECTED ACCORDINGLY. 

6. AS OF BEGINNING OF MARCH, CONTRACTS FOR ABOUT 

FIFTY PEPERS, ARRANGED UNDER TWELVE THEMATIC HEADINGS, 
HAD BEEN LET (SEE PARA. 9 BELOW). THEY COVER RANGE OF 
COMMUNICATION ISSUES, WITH MORE EMPHASIS ON SOME THAN 
OTHERS. "PROBLEMS OF IMBALANCE IN THE CIRCULATION OF 
INFORMATION" (ITEM 9) IS SINGLED OUT FOR INTENSIVE 
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TREATMNET, FOR EXAMPLE, WHEREAS "ACCESS AND PARTICI- 
PATION" (ITEM 7) AN AREA OF US STRENGTH, SO FAR HAS 
MERITED ONLY ONE ENTRY. ADDITIONAL STICKING POINTS 
FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW WOULD BE CONSIGNMENT TO INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF JOURNALISTS (IOJ) OF A BACK- 
GROUND PAPER ON "RESPONSIBILITY AND ETHICS OF 
JOURNALISTS" (ITEM 10). AND WHILE WE NOTE THAT L. 

SUSSMAN HAS BEEN COMMISSIONED FOR "AN APPROACH TO THE 
STUDY OF TRANSNATIONAL NEWS MEDIA," H. SHILLER HAS 
RESPONSIBILITY (ITEM 1 1) FOR "RELATIONS BETWEEN 
ECONOMIC OPERATIONS AND GLOBAL COMMUNICATION/ 
INFORMATION ACTIVITIES". OTHER QUESTION MARKS 
CONCERN INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS, ABOUT WHOM PERDEL HAS NO 
KNOWLEDGE, AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL PRESS INSTITUTE 
(ZURICH) AND ASPEN INSTITUTE (US). 

7. WITH REFERENCE TO BOTH ANNOTATED AGENDA FOR SEMINAR 
AND LIST OF PAPERS COMMISSIONED BY SECRETARIAT, WE NOTE 
PARTICULARLY THE ABSENCE OF REFERENCE TO A "NEW WORLD 
INFORMATION ORDER." THIS NOT SURPRISING SINCE ICSCP 

AND UNESCO SECRETARIATS BOTH WERE DISTURBED BY US AND 
SOVIET OPPOSITION TO IDEA AT DECEMBER ICSCP MEETING 
(REFTEL A). IMPORTANCE THAT M'BOW ATTACHES TO CONCEPT 
MEANS THAT ITS ABSENCE CANNOT HAVE BEEN ACCIDENTAL. 
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8. IN REFERENCE TO ITEM 3.4 OF ANNOTATED AGENDA 
(ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL EVOLUTION OF COMMUNICATION 
SYSTEMS), DEPARTMENT WILL NOTICE RELEVANCE TO POS- 
SIBILITIES FOR US ASSISTANCE TO LDCS WHICH WERE 
RECENTLY DISCUSSED WITH PERMDEL. SINCE ITEM WILL BE OF 
GREAT IMPORTANCE AT 20TH GC, PRELIMINARY REACTIONS TO 
US PROPOSAL BASED ON INFORMAL SOUNDINGS AT SEMINAR 
MIGHT BE SOLICITED. FURTHERMORE, NOTING LACK OF 
EMPHASIS GIVEN TO "ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION" (ITEM 7, 

PARA. 9 BELOW), OPPORTUNITY MIGHT BE TAKEN DURING 
SEMINAR TO INTRODUCE AND/OR LAUNCH CONCEPT OF "NEW 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION ORDER" WHICH EMPHASIZES 
HUMAN RIGHTS DIMENSION OF COMMUNICATION PROCESS. THIS 
WOULD AFFORD US GOVT ADVANTAGE OF BEING ABLE TO 
ELABORATE AT 20TH GC ON THIS CONCEPT WHICH EMANATED 
FROM AN "INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR," IF IT IS DECIDED TO GO 
AHEAD WITH THE IDEA. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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9. FOLLOWING ARE LIST OF ICSCP PAPERS COMMISSIONED AS 
OF BEGINNING OF MARCH, DISTRIBUTED UNDER 12 THEMATIC 
HEADINGS: 

1 . THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF COMMUNICATION: 

"A GLOBAL APPROACH TO COMMUNICATION" - F. BALLE 
(FRANCE) 

"SOME SOCIOLOGICAL ASPECTS" - M. COVIN (FRANCE) 

"THE BASIC RELATIONSHIP: SOCIETY-COMMUNICATION"- 
A. PASQUALI (VENEZUELA) 

2. THE SITUATION OF COMMUNICATION IN THE WORLD: 

"DESCRIPTION OF MAJOR ASPECTS OF COMMUNICATION"- 
ICSCP SECRETARIAT (J. MASSEE AND J. LEE, BOTH US) 

" THE WORLD OF NEWS AGENCES - ICSCP SECRETARIAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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(PROBABLY H. TOPUZ, UNESCO) 

"COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN NEWS AGENCIES"- 
Y. LAOURI (IRAN) 
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MONOGRAPHS ON 20 NEWS AGENCIES - (BY AGENCIES THEMSELVES 
WE ARE INFORMED THAT ALL THESE HAVE NOW BEEN SUBMITTED). 

"AN APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF TRANSNATIONAL NEWS MEDIA"- 
L. SUSSMAN (US) 

’BASIC STATISTICAL DATA REGARDING COMMUNICATION 
INFORMATION, MEDIA” ICSCP SECRETARIAT 

3. COMPARATIVE STUDY OF NATIONAL LEGISLATION REGARDING 
COMMUNICATION, PRESS, BROADCASTING, STATUS OF 
JOURNALISTS, ETC: 

"COMPARISON AND SUMMARY" -ICSCP SECRETARIAT (KETTANI) 
"ADDENDUM FOR LATIN AMERICA"- O. CAPRILES (VENEZUELA) 

"LIST OF MAIN FEATURES IN ASIA"- A. HUSAIN (INDIA) 

4. WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT COMMUNICATION? (FINDINGS 
FROM RESEARCH): 

"SUMMARY FROM RESEARCH IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES' -ICSCP 
SECRETARIAT (WILLINGS) 

"IDEOLOGY OF COMMUNICATION RESEARCH"- J..$. HALT .OR AN 
(UK) 
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"CRITICISM OF ONGOING RESEARCH”-V. VENEYTO (SPAIN) 

5. CONTRIBUTIONS OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
DEVELOPMENT TO COMMUNICATION: 

"A VIEWPOINT FROM A SOCIALIST COUNTRY" (USSR)? 

"A VIEWPOINT FROM A WESTERN INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY" - 
A. QUIMET (CANADA) 

"A VIEWPOINT FROM A DEVELOPING COUNTRY"-P.C. 

CHATTERJI (INDIA) 

6. COMMUNICATION POLICY AND PLANNING: 

"NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL APPROACHES AND EXPERIENCES" 
ICSCP SECRETARIAT (HANCOCK AND WILLINGS) 

"NATIONAL POLICY-MAKING AND IMPACT OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGIES"- ASPEN INSTITUTE (US) 
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"SURVEY OF INTERNATIONAL STRUCTURES FOR POLICY AND 
DECISION MAKING '- INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR 
COMMUNICATION (IN ZURICH) 

"COMPARATIVE ACCOUNT OF NATIONAL STRUCTURES FOR POLICY 
AND DECISION-MAKING"- INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR 
COMMUNICATION (IN ZURICH) 

7. ACCESS TO AND PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNICATION MEDIA: 
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY"- F. BERRIGAN (AUSTRIALIA- 
RESIDENT IN UK) 

8. OBSTRUCTIONS TO THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION: 

"COVERT AND OVERT RESTRICTIONS AND PRESSURES LIMITING 
THE AVOWED FREEDOM '- J. LOUY (FRANCE) 

"OBSTACLES TO THE WORK OF JOURNALISTS"- INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION OF JOURNALISTS (PRAGUE) 

"OBSTRUCTIONS TO THE FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION"- 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS INSTITUTE (IN ZURICH) 

9. PROBLEMS OF IMBALANCE IN THE CIRCULATION OF 
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INFORMATION: 

'IMBALANCE AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL"- UNESCO 
SECRETARIAT (TOPUZ?) 
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"IMBALANCE IN LATIN AMERICA"-UNESCO LT. AME. REG- 
IONAL ADVISOR 

"IMBALANCE IN ASIA"- UNESCO REGIONAL COMMUNICATION 
ADVISOR (LLOYD SOMMERLAD) 

"IMBALANCE IN AFRICA"- UNESCO AFRICAN REGIONAL 
ADVISOR (NAIROBI) 

"IMBALANCE IN THE ARAB WORLD"- UNESCO ARAB STATES 
REGIONAL ADVISOR (CAIRO) 

"VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INFORMATION IMBALANCE IN IRELAND"- 
P. MAC AONGHUSA (DUBLIN) 

"VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INFORMATION IMBALANCE IN FINLAND"- 
U, KIVIKURU (HELSKINK) 

"VARIOUS ASPECTS OF INFORMATION IMBALANCE IN HUNGARY" 
T. SZESKOE (BUDAPEST) 

"IMBALANCE SEEN FROM JOURNALISTS’ VIEWPOINT"- IOJ 
(PRAGUE, PROBABLY BY NORDENSTRENG). 

"THE IMAGE OF SOUTHERN AFRICA IN MASS MEDIA OF SELECTED 
WEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES"- R. EFFORT (FRANCE). 

10. ETHICAL PROBLEMS RELATED TO COMMUNICATION: 

"ETHICAL ASPECTS IN NEWS COLLECTION AND CIRCULATION" - 
? (UK) 

"ETHICS AND COMMUNICATION '- ASSOCIATIONS INTER- 
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NATIONALES CATHOLIQUES DE LA PRESSEE ET RADIO (BRUSSELS) 

"RESPONSIBILITTY AND ETHICS OF 
JOURNALISTS"- IOJ (PRAGUE) 
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11. RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN ECONOMICS AND COMMUNICATION: 

"RELATIONS BETWEEN ECONOMIC OPERATIONS AND GLOBAL 
COMMUNICATION/INFORMATION ACTIVITIES"- H. SCHILLER (US) 

"OWNERSHIP OF COMMUNICATION MEDIA ON NATIONAL AND 
MULTINATIONAL SCALE"-RITA CRUISE O'BRIEN (US) 

12. BIB LIOGRAPHIES -SELECTED EXTRACTS 
ON COMMUNICATION: 

"SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON COMMUNICATION"- ICSCP 
SECRETARIAT 

"CONTRIBUTIONS TO VARIUS BIBLIOGRAPHIES" INTERNA- 
TIONAL INSTITUTE OF COMMUNICATION (IN ZURICH) 

"CONTRIBUTIONS TO SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHIES"- PRESS 
RESEARCH CENTER- KRAKOW 

UNIVERSITY OF TAMPERE- FINLAND 
COMMUNICATION RESEARCH CENTER- CANADA 
CIESPAL-EQUADOR 
INSTITUT PRESS- PARIS 
R. FARAONE-URUGUAY 

"SELECTED EXTRACTS (READINGS) ON ASPECTS OF COMMUNICA- 
TION"- ICSCP SECRETARIAT 
HEATER 
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